Dear Jim, Xegend as a "legend,** flW 4/29/78 

It is a truism that the promotion for any well-promo tod book reaches infinitely 
more ndnds, including the minds of influential people » than any book can ever reach* 

Take £petein on Good Morning America, The most Buccesaful of books will never 
reach that many people. On Chanel 7 in Washiiigton - no book can roiath as many t:<5oplo 
as mohy Vc^hingtonians, Condensation in ^^eaders Digest - he*d become a multi-millionaire 
if he sella as many books as the "^igest reached people, 2ven in the smaller York 

magainae rc^aoiied xaorc Yorkers than his book will t>ver sell to. 

This is a well-known truism* know to publicists for books and for spooks* and 1 
think in mat^ rial In ary aBHessment of what I regard as unu«iUil about this book and its 
promotions - parttcularly the seeming departures from commercial norms of which 1 havd 
told you. Example le the loss of "exclusivity** In %aders Di^^st magazine to bo many 
other publications. 

This doming I had a chance to read the Dock of the :‘* 4 )nth Club l*ei?s for its M::y 1978 
selection and by coinmtdence immediately thereafter a letter in this moming*s ]^et \fy 
a formei’ CIA type named ^'ailton Dwift* tiey arc complotoly iivlepcndent of 

each other I see a relationship. Swift argues that he is a law-abider* believes ite 
in the law* and that this maana he oau violate the law an>* ximo ho pei'oaivau a higher 
good in law-violation* that being the law. The respected* established writer Wilfrid 
ahead provies an illustration of how others who are not eubj et Qzposrts xakc and 
interpret Lerrend , interpretation is entirely in accord with what thu law-nbiders* 

those staunch First .vuendmtint t^^es in the spoobariea* .<ant beliored. 

Discount as much as you wipit for tlie dertainty that Ohasdkiaw his taak whs to s»?ll 
Legend s iifter that discounting what he writes and iTitorpr^tB is on ax tension of even 
Epstein* 3 extenaien of imaginings, ^hie does not atian that Sheed is a literary whore. 
Rather do I suggest that it is one cf the purposes of the book and the promotions 
for the book* what in recent other disclosures was contracted into '* 4 dJid control," 
what ^rvell said so effectively. And controlling the past to control the future. 

This is wlrnt the CIA was doing in giving all it gave to Epstein* in doing all it 
did for him* far and beyond wliat FOIA requAx^a* from Epetein’s own accounts. There is 
no possibility that it would have aooe this without contidenco in the outcome, Heia 1 
call to your attention the Publishers Weekly account of the suit against Snepp* the 
ending of it ana the quote from doauments filed by Snepp, 

Jack Kew«ombe*e story about Epstein I 3 helpful In again Eald.ng a liar out of 
Epeteln on the origin of his book, Romembei* that the piece Epstein wrote for Psychology 
Today begins "In 1976" Baders '^'Igeat approached him. This lo not the first version of 
about the fall of 1975»In fact it is the time clock in the book itsf-lf, ^0 why does 
Epstein lie in Psychology Today? 

Newoombe's account of the phone bills* S2*CXX) a month* means that on this one 
expense of many expenses there is about Ab0*000 of headers Digest money, Extraoruinaxy! 
Comparison I with a six-figure advance in the Dane Code ^^ame Eorre Prentioe-Hall allocated 
only this amount for all its promotions and advertising, 

NevBOfflbe* I t}dnk* discloses more in his concluding sentence 1 "Today » in his New 
York bachelor apartment* qs Epstein works on hLa next project - a book of real fiction- 
hfi is ourrpunded by gift orchids from his tconlegendaiy source," 

(Epstein may have tuxned the present CIA around on Nosenko but remember* he did 
not on Oswald,) 
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the greatest human forgery in liistory— 
the real life of Lee Harvey Oswald 
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U NKNC^WN in life bui a cclcbriry in death; 

so nuich has been written about the late 
Lee Fiitr vey Oswald that we feel we know him 
by now -as if sheer vt>lume of print could 
brin^: a nuiiiKuk lolife.Thcn unopitoff.an 
:ietor plays hiim>nTV.and welram his voice 
aiKl his style as well, until aetHUpletefav'siinile 
Oswald lodj^.*s iit our memories and not just 
in our imaginations. 

It is Edward Jay Epstein s audack»as con- 
tent ion that this Oswald is largely a fabrica' 
tion.whai they call in thespy worlda 'lcRcnd 
OT made-up perst>nality that|^oeson working 
for you U>ng after death. Even down to tele- 
visu>n appearances. 

This type of human forgery Is usually asstv 
dated with a lonely beach In Crete or a back 
rix>m in Cairo, and it seems just too blatant to 
stand up ft' the blaze t'f American publicity. 
Yet as lii^siein |H»intsoui.ihe legeiul we kivc 

swalloweilisasimprtibtibleasany last-minute 

alibi.The Itmely. unstable Oswald we think 
we kni»w was in fact a crack Marine G'rps 
radar mechanic with an IQof 1 IB and quite a 
few gtxKl friends to boot, whom nobexly 
before Epstein seems to have bothered to 
interview At least imeof these ihttught him 
the most depi iulable miin he knew 
Pntcccding to Russia, we find ttfficials 
e;igerly clxtrusing Oswald’s Instability and 
saying that they wanted noihii'g to do with 
him Yet he stayed there for two and one-half 
years, which is niiluT Utng for an American 
tourist, and left with a beautiful Russian wife, 
which is rare for anybody -a wife, moretwer. 
who just happened to be the niece t>f a KGB 
bigwig. Private snapshots indicate that Lee 
wasjiviitg high off the hog the while, in a 
house a commissar would have whimpered 
i>ver. 

Ntx Ixid for a flaky ex-Marine but not 
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perhaps impt)ssible. What interests Epstein 
is what precisely Oswald was doinj; in the 
Marines. It seems amonj? t>thcr things that he 
was wi irking an nintJ rhi’ 1 1-2 plane, which 
flew high above Russian rad^r and was worth 
a Ixirrel of uiideaiiver men by ehaiuv, ilw 
U-2 was finally shtit down while Oswald was 
living in Russia. Appirenily they figured out 
its radar jamming devices and usi*d thtise to 
locate it. And Oswald gets a girl and a 
mansion 

He alst> writes a diary showing how hegrad- 
ually became disillusioned with Russia over 
the years and wants to go home: very touch- 
ing except that the diary was written in about 
two days as a slapdash cover story. Oswald 
was working on his own legend harder than 
anybody else. 

By the tinu* he landed again in the U S., he 
clearly fuid the word “spy” written all twer 
him. But the trouble with spies Is that even 
their own masters dotj t always know whom 
they’re working for. Vast time and money are 
annually spent briefmg and debriefing these 
creatures, finding whether their information 
has been planted, and then replanting them 
with our own stuff, just as in the spy books— 
except that in real life, it is much clumsier 
and funnier. 

After Oswald had sidestepped our own 
bumbling agencies to kill Kennedy, the 
Russians disgorged the most ludicnmsdefec- 
ti>r this side of Peter Sk'llersu I tell us allahtHit 
him. This fellow, one Yuri Nosenko. couldn i 
get anything straight, even the name of his 
job or the year that he had held it. But he was 
quite positive that Oswald was unstable and 
that the Russians hadn’t used him, and we 
bent over backward to believe this, an aa of 
faith unparalleled in world religion. 

Thus we and the Russians ci>mbined to 
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pnxlucc the Legend, iUKl on" of the shrewd- 
est operators of our times was consigned to 
the ranks of Amcric.incrackfXKs. Oswald was 
simf'ly not worth going f<»w:i rover. The 
Warren ( 4 >1111 nisMiui snau hed at Nc«>i*nkt>.s 
unsupponed testintcMiy, and the case 
was closed. 

Wis Oswald, then, a Russian gun? Epstein 
doubts it because, outside of anything else, 
shixiting people wasn't his lincofwork( which 
may be why our agents weren't watching him 
that day in Dallas). His most recent job had 
been in a Dallas phexo lab where, by pure 
chance, he had come in contact with the U S. 
overview shots of Cul>ir. hardly thcavocation 
of a killer. 

Cuba itself seems the most likely ctKon- 
spinitor, and Epstein cautiously and convinc- 
ingly traces the Cuban conncx'iion. Because 
he Ls working with dynamite here, he goes 
carefully. There is noconjeaure without a 
sturdy row of facts in back of it, and the focK- 
notes are as gripping ns the text. A witness 
actually dies mysteriously in the midst of an 
interview: a macabre tribute to Epstein’s 
acciir;K:y. 

Meanwhile Marina Oswald still spins the 
Legend for us. in broken English, and 
Mirgucriic CX»wnld sows confusion every- 
where, and Qiwald’s tn>ubled childhcxx! (it 
wasn't that troubled) and kmely maturity 
(dirio) have beconu* anicles4>f faith. A iiK>re 
brilliant parable ot how news works and hi>w 
the world works and how in general oneg4x.»s 
about hiding a truth as big :is an elephant 
behind a mountain of words is hard to 
imagine. Dr. Johnson once lamented that he 
could be clever and original but never bexh 
at f hes;ime tinK:, and so it givs with assassina- 
tion books. Until nt>w.This one is a beauty. 
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‘li is itic business of lincJit runners to fimi themselves into legends'* Smiley began, rather as if he u»ere 
ilt'hrring ii iiiiiniv iet tnreai the Nursery -Tinkinr, Tailor. SoUlux S/ty by Jnhn K* Qirrr 



17i>WARI\|AY EI^STHIN believes that Oswald 
M ^ m»»si cl(»sely resembles the unlikely a^ent 
pn»v«n jireiir m J<*seph C^mrail^ .S<*nel Ajt*en(. 
piibli^lu il over :»evvniy ymirsau** bui Ineie are 
I »l llie C Vwalil lem’iul vvim b wmilil In 
(MmIviiim hnki’t. liuhn ‘liliink il iNleOiiie> 

Ix'M.*' lu’N;iyN.*‘li isihe kind t»l Unik I wanleil Imlo 
wluMi 1 iIu* proji‘i i ' I Ih* pn»|ivl. wliieh al 

iimessivnuxl u» leail l:j>sii*iii ileepilown ilu* jxiiks 
i>t spy tictum. had a very praaieal on^jin 
In I he fall i>f b>7‘> Reatler's Digest eilirors 
appriKieheil him with the uleaitl Jitiit^a Uxtk on 
the av<is.\inatM«M (»t Presiileni Keimeily Ep^stein, 
wlu» hail ivriiien /lu/iieM The IVumai C^miiwissimi 
tind the l:\iiihlt\liuient nf I'ruth, vlul noi want to 
Vjoover iilil res4*ar< h ^iruiiiul "I was infea‘sied» 
hnwever. in learninu mure alx»ui Oswald and 
talking to everyone who knew him They would 
be pi’iiple in their SOs ix»w atui wouUl Kvome 
itwa*asitiuly haril ii» litid. There were ikcetis of 
w ittU'sM's w1h» kill never Ixvn interviewed by 
till* I bloi thi U.iiien i. 'oiiimiNMon whuhion 
eentratc*il on the asN.iNM nation it.M'll atulon 
proving t here was tuu-iHispir.H'y lx*hitul it . I 
wanieil to learn abouc the M.irine |x*riiKl iti 
CVwalds lile, why lx* went to Russia atui why he 
retltmed The Umk’s piir|X»se WM' t.» 1 • h. 

cover story oti Oswald presented by the U.S. and 
rhi* I lSSK“The farrlwr Epstein j#ot into tlx* 
research the j»reater his concern alxuit the over- 
rilling i|uesiH»ti; At what level do you Ivlieve in a 
>»overtuneni‘s sii>ry .' “A legend is ;r lie and 
ernmettis have the ability toconcivt such li‘neniLs.’* 
At f irst Epstein found Soviet officials a little i(x» 
iniyer to steer him towaril “iisi*fur' soua*i*s. When 
he went to the Soviet Embassy atid s;iid he would 
like to visit Russia to resi*arch C^walds life it^ 
Mittsk he was tolil tlx're was no ixvd to nxike the 
trip, that he cinikl talk loOswalils former case 
oHKvrnt*ht here in the I IS! He turned out to lx* a 
VLSI hie S« »viei defett«>r wknii Epsteiii hail eiKXiuii' 
tered K*fore and who had bivn supplying articles 
to the Keadtxs Digest 




hoi he riveivixlcoo|x*iationof a practical si>rt 
as he trieil to fill in the iletailsof CXwaldsduty 
in the Marines. Over a pcricKj of six months he and 
his researchers (four worked with him during: the 
two-year pmjivt) nin upan avera^* monthly phone 
bill of $2(XV) while-trackitiudown metnlvrsof 
Oswalds unit With^inxl help from tlx* Maritu* 
C^irpis they reached li^ ^ euli.Nted meti and officers 
wkimi^ht help them iletermitie what, if atiy. 
access Oswald had to secret nxiterials oti tlx* U-2 
spy plane. 

Epsteitis rcM.*arch in the ituellitjetKe community 
broujjht him in cotttact with figures shadowy attd 
enigmatic entnigh to |x ipulate any txivel of espi- 
oiuigi* One of the first Ik* interviewed at letigth 
was the ainbigiH>UN, bumbling Yuri Ivonovu h 
Nosetiko, the former K(jR officer who claimed 
wlx*n he ilelecteil to the CIA that he hail access to 
Oswalilsfile in Mosinw. E|>siein'sciinvers;itions 

with C jfiMge viw daidt , t.)swalirs”hattdler’' 

who had been suspected of connections with 
si*veral i*spionage rings, were cut short when 
de Mohrensi'hildi was foutul shot to death iti ;m 
apparent suicide Bui ii was a Smiley-like figure. 
Jami*s Jesus Angleton. a gmwer of hybrid orchids 
and a one-tinx* editor of a poetry uxagazitu* lx*fore 
he was chief of counterintelligence for tlx* ('lA. 
wlx» lx*canx* an i*s.si*ntial guide for E|*>siein through 
the labyrinth of anti-disinformation. Tixlay. in his 
New York bachelor apartment, as Epstein works 
on his next pnijeci — a btxik of real fiction - he is 
surrouttded by gift orchids from his nonlegendary 
source. 

Jaek NeuKtnnlK is Execiimv Eilitur nj the 
U(H>k'uf-the'Miniih Club and Eilitoraj the News 
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